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on the day of Pentecost:
30 A.D. Acts 2:38-47 A.D. 325: Council of Nicea
Catholic Denomination begins
A.D. 394: Latin Mass

A.D. 593: Purgatory Doctrine

A.D. 606: The First Official Pope

A.D. 1000: Transubstantiation Doctrine
A.D. 1015: Celibacy of Priest Mandated

A.D. 1054: The “Catholic” Schism

W[ﬁy are there

(Greek) Catholic Church
(This denomination continues
to the present day)

A.D. 1192: Indulgences

A.D. 1215: Auricular Confessions -
“Confessional Booth”

A.D. 1311: Sprinkling Replaced
Immersion for Baptism

A.D. 1870:Pope declared Infallible

S0 MENY Churches?

With tens of thousands of different churches and denominations, with their opposing beliefs and practices in the world today,
we are often left confused. Which church is the “right” church? Which church does God approve? Which church did Christ es-
tablish? In Acts 2, we read of the one true church that was established by Jesus Christ and sanctioned by God. Many religious

Catholicism)

1521
Anabaptists

1560 Presbyterian (John Knox)

1534 Church of England Anglican & Episcopalian
11 1739 Methodlsm (John Wesley)

(All “immersion” | 1968 United Methodist

separatists from

1609 Baptist Church (John Smyth) I1880 Holiness Movement (Sarah Lankford)

l 1865 Salvation Army (William Booth)

Variety of different Baptists

Continuing to the present day. I 1907 Northern Baptist Convention (Charles Hughes)

1845 Southern Baptist Convention (William Johnson)
1820 - 1860 Adventists/7th Day Adventists (William Miller)

| 1536 Mennonites (Menno Simons)

11690 Amish (Jacob Amman)

1526 Lutheran Church (Martin Luther )

groups have departed from the first century church, splintering into the various churches and denominations we see today. If

we seek to be the one true church established by Jesus Christ in the first century, as described in Acts 2, we must rid ourselves

of man-made creeds, doctrines and traditions, and become the first century church we read about in the New Testament.
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Denominationalism Contradicts the Bible .
Ve Bible Teaches

There are many hodies or churches — One Body/Church  corinthians 12:20)
Churches founded by men — Church Founded by Christ matthew 16:1
Human heads of the church — Christ is the Head epesians 12223
Human Creeds —> Bible s the only guide  rimotny 5.1
Wear humannames — Glorify God as a Christian (peter 4:16)
Followsmen — Condemns following men «cor. 1013
Multiplicity of churches — One Church ®omans :15)

Membership not essential —> Saved are added to the church (ets 2.4
Preaches many gospels — Only one gospel aatians 1:5-9)
“DBut s for yous, fpeatt the things which are
proper for dound doctrine.” Tuus 2o/ |

Barnes Bibke Charts

Denominationalism Contradicts the Bible . par2
The Bille Teaches

Rewrites creeds from time to time — God’s Word never changes (atthew24:35)
Teaches many faiths — “One faith” pnesians 4:5

Teaches many baptisms — “One baptism (shesians 25)

Teaches that people join churches — The Lord adds the saved to the church (acts 24:47)

Claim to be abiding branches of the Church — Branches are individuals, not churches (o 15:16)
Walk by different rules — Walk by the same rule iippians 316
Thanks God for many churches — Jesus prayed for oneness yom 172021
Claim doctrine is inconsequential — Doctrine is important ¢ rimothy 4:16)

“T}‘;ere is a way that seems rigl‘lt to a

man,Dut its end is the way of death”
Froverbs 14212

Barnes” Bible Charts

Christ Wants-Unity in-His Church

FE Christ prayed for Unity - John 17
FEChrist established one church . . .
FCHRIST ESTABLISHED:

¢ Unity of ORGANIZATION —»
¢ Unity of WORSHIP—>

¢ Unity of FELLOWSHIP —»
o Unity of FAITH—»

¢ Unity of DOCTRINE —»

» Unity of OBEDIENCE—»
e Unity of PURPOSE —»

e Unity of WORK—»

e Unity of LOVE —»

¢ Unity of GUIDANCE —»

¢ Unity of PURPOSE —»

¢ Unity of PRAYER—»

o Unity of UNITY—>

Y R

not many churches - Matthew 16:18; Acts 2

l do not pray for these alone, but also for
those who will believe in Me through their
word; that they all may be one, as You, Fa-
ther, are in Me, and | in You; that they also
may be one in Us, that the world may believe
that You sent Me. And the glory which You
gave Me | have given them, that they may be
one just as We are one: | in them, and You in
Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and
that the world may know that You have sent
Me, and have loved them as You have loved
Me.

» John 17:20-23
m

Now | plead with you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
all speak the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you, but that you be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the
same judgment.

1 Corinthians 1:10 o

A Sound. Church

4 Sound in DOCTRINE

A sound church is not merely a church that sounds good,
but rather one that is firmly anchored in fruth!

i o Titus 2:1
That Sound in FAITH o Titus 1:13
th ey Sound i.n UNITY ® John 17 ‘
Sound in ORGANIZATION ® Ephesians 4:11 1 [t %%
MAYJ| Sound in WORK * Titus 3:1 LR
bg Sound in WORSHIP ® John 4:24
o Sound in TEACHING 2 Timothy 4:1-4
sou nd Sound in GIVING * 2 Corinthians 9:7-8
Titus 1:131| Sound in ZEAL o 2 Corinthians 9:2
Sound in LEADERSHIP ® Acts 2:38

N

“But speak thou the things which bocome sound doctnine, " Tetue 21

Barnes Bible Charts
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