AN OVERVIEW OF THE BIBLE
Part 1

Today, | thought | would do something a little difént. | am going to give you an
overview the entire Bible which will take 4 lessdogdo. This morning we will look at

the O.T. from Genesis to Song of Solomon, anddghening we will examine the 5 major
prophets, the 12 minor prophets, and take a @ &t the time between the testaments.
Then next Sunday, | will give you an overview o tN.T.

The Bible covers a time period from approximated@d@ B.C. to A.D. 100. It consists of
66 books, 39 in the O.T. and 27 in the N.T., andas written over a 1600 year span by
about 40 different authors writing in different ¢arages on three different continents, yet
each book harmonies with each other, which pravasit is inspired by God because if
man had written it from his own knowledge, it woblel full of contradictions and errors.
But the Bible has stood the test of time in itddrisal and scientific accuracy.

The Bible can be divided up in the following way:

1. The books of the Pentateuch, or the books of the ladich are the first 5 books
of the Bible — Genesis — Deuteronomy.

The books about the history of Israel consisting2books — Joshua — Esther.
The books of poetry or wisdom consisting of 5 boekl®b — Song of Solomon.
The books of the major prophets consisting of Skiseelsaiah — Daniel.

The books of the minor prophets consisting of 18kiss- Hosea — Malachi.

The Gospels consisting of 4 books — Matthew — John.

The history of the early church — Acts.

The letters or epistles consisting of 21 books mRes — Jude.

The prophetic book — Revelation.
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Let us begin with the Pentateuch, which was writigiMoses around 1500 B.C. The
first book of the Bible is Genesis and it is th@kof beginnings as:

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaveand the earth.

This great book records the creation of mankindthedall of mankind. The events in
Genesis cover about 2500 years, which is knowhegpatriarchal dispensation. It starts
out with God creating everything including a mad amoman who was named Adam and
Eve. They ate from the forbidden tree, which causadkind to be separated from God,
but God had a plan in place that would save mantkiralgh His Son Jesus. The first
prophecy of this comes from:

Genesis 3:15 And | will put enmity Between you anthe woman, And between your
seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, Andy shall bruise His heel."

As time went on and mankind multiplied, they becameked and God destroyed all
mankind except for the family of Noah. Later, Gadled Abram out of his country so



that he could become the father of God’s choseplpeand he would show him the
promise land that would become their land. Throdatob, the 12 tribes of Israel were
born. One of his sons, Joseph, would end up beatrgyed by his brothers and sold into
slavery, which led to him becomin§®n command over Egypt. All of this happed by
the providence of God so that His chosen peoplddwuwrvive the great famine that
lasted for 7 years. God’s chosen people end updiin Egypt for awhile.

Exodus, which means departure or going out coMsrataa 200-year period from the
death of Joseph to the building of the tabernactbe wilderness. It records the birth of
Moses and how the children of Israel were slavdsgypt. When Moses was 80, God
commands him to go to the Pharaoh to free his pe@fdlcourse the Pharaoh would not
listen at first, but 10 plagues later with the lasé being the death of the first born male
child caused the Pharaoh to let them go. It dickadae long for the Pharaoh to go after
the children of Israel and Moses parted the RedaBiddhe children of Israel went across
on dry land, and the Pharaoh tried to follow, Ihat $ea drowned them.

Moses and the children of Israel made their way M&inai where Moses received the
10 commandments. While he was on the mountain @ittl, the children of Israel began
to sin. When Moses saw what they had done, he lihektablets containing the 10
commandments and destroyed the golden calf they ntlaen he went back on the
mountain and received a new set of tablets of (hectnmandments. Instructions about
building various items for the tabernacle are gj\eerd the Sabbath day was kept. Even
though God provided manna for his people they coetil to murmur and complain.

The book of Leviticus contains over 600 ceremolaads that regulated priesthood,
tabernacle worship, sacrifices, feast days and ro#mr things. The main thought
behind this book can be found in:

Leviticus 11:44 'For | am the LORD your God. You shall therefore consecrate
yourselves, and you shall be holy; for am holy. Neither shall you defile yourselves
with any creeping thing that creeps on the earth*® 'For | am the LORD who brings
you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God. Yo shall therefore be holy, for |
am holy.

This book and it laws was a call for the childrérispael to be holy.

The book of Numbers gets its name from the factthikelren of Israel were numbered
after their exodus from Egypt and at the end ofdihgears of wandering in the
wilderness. The main message of this book has twitthothe wandering of the children

of Israel. This book records how the children oéés prepared for war, but when they
made it to the border of Canaan, 10 out of 12 spaese back and said there was no way
they could defeat the people of that land becawsgwere giants. Only Joshua and
Caleb said they could defeat their enemy becauskwas on their side. The majority
listened to the 10 spies and because of theirda&kith, they would have wander in the
wilderness for about 38 more years and only CatebJashua would get to enter the
promise land of all the men over 20 years old at time. Many things happen to the



children of Israel during their wandering and tle@atmual murmuring. They had to face
the fiery serpents, they were fed a massive ammiunail that God said would run out
their nose, and they saw the earth swallow pegpl&\(e also learn about Balaam and his
talking donkey.

The book of Deuteronomy, which means second lanpis new law, but a restatement
of the Law of Moses. This was necessary becausews a new generation that needed
to be reminded of the laws once again. Altogethed Gave the Jews 613
commandments, 763 you shalls, and 207 you shalpeartaining to foods, diseases,
purification, marriage, etc. Moses gives his farkwaedress to the children of Israel in
which he reminds them of God’s love and care, lsd af God wrath on the previous
generation for being disobedient to His will. Thimok reminds the people that obedience
= blessing and disobedience = wrath. At the enshuJais chosen as the new leader and
Moses dies.

Now let’s take a look at the twelve books of higtarhese books (Joshua to Ezra) cover
about 1000 years from 1450 B.C. to 400 B.C.

The book of Joshua is so named because it coverg alb0 year period of Joshua
leading the children of Israel to victory over fir@mise land. The book starts out with
Joshua stepping up and taking the place of Mosed.gives him these great instructions:

Joshua 1:5 "No man shallbe able to stand before you all the days of your life; as |
was with Mosesso | will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. ° "Be
strong and of good courage, for to this people yoshall divide as an inheritance the
land which | swore to their fathers to give them.” "Only be strong and very
courageous, that you may observe to do according &l the law which Moses My
servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the rght hand or to the left, that
you may prosper wherever you go2 "This Book of the Law shall not depart from
your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and nght, that you may observe to do
according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous,
and then you will have good success."Have | not commanded you? Be strong and
of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayedipr the LORD your God iswith
you wherever you go."

After that, Joshua and his people crossed the d@d carried out three major military
campaigns involving more than 30 enemy armies. Téayned that their victories only
came by keeping sin out of their camp and by haaimgbedient faith to God. Then the
promise land was divided up among the 12 tribdsrakl. The tribe of Ruben, Gad and
half the tribe of Manasseh chose to make their lsoomethe other side of the Jordan.

The book of Judges covers about 300 years and svbatshappens when good
leadership is gone. After Joshua id death, thelaml of Israel devotion to God went
downhill. The following verse describes what thelgem was:



Judges 17:6 In those daythere was no king in Israel; everyone didwhat wasright in
his own eyes.

This book covers seven cycles of sin, which ledeieen heathen nations oppressing the
children of Israel. It also records how God delecethem seven times from the enemies
through 13 different judges ranging from Othnigbtigh Samson. | like to call this book
the yo-yo book because the children of Israel wastgdt living a sinful life and God
would allow their enemy to oppress them, then thewld repent and God would deliver
them. This cycle continue throughout the book afgas.

The book of Ruth is a story of love that happenaang the time of Judges and it covers
about 10 years. Because there was a great famthe iand Naomi and her family left
Bethlehem and lived in Moab where her two sons iecitxwwvo Moabite women. Her
husband and her sons die, and Naomi decides tagoHome but Ruth her daughter-in-
law choose to go with her.

Ruth 1:16 But Ruth said: "Entreat me not to leave wu, Or to turn back from
following after you; For wherever you go, | will gg And wherever you lodge, | will
lodge; Your peopleshall be my people, And your God, my God.*” Where you die, |
will die, And there will | be buried. The LORD do so to me, and more also, If
anything but death parts you and me."

They go together to Bethlehem. Ruth catches th@tB®az and Naomi instructs Ruth
on what to do to win him over. Because of her faitiess and willingness to make
Naomi’'s God her God, she got married to Boaz amaie part of the lineage of Christ
as she was the great-grandmother of David.

The books 1 and 2 Samuel used to be one book iHebeaw Bible and covers a time
period of 1171 B.C. to 1015 B.C. 1 Samuel coveeshiistory of the judge/priests Eli and
Samuel and the first anointing of the first kingisfael Saul. It also records David’s
defeat of Goliath and many other enemies, his aimgino be the next king, his
friendship with Jonathan, and Saul’s jealousy ofiDa Is also records Saul’s failure to
keep God’s Word and the death of Saul and Jonathan.

Second Samuel covers the reign of David and hoenkerged the kingdom. It also
covers his sin with Bathsheba and the murder ohheband and the consequences of
those sins and other sins. It also tells us ofthe of his children and the rebellion and
death of his son Absalom.

The books 1 and 2 Kings used to be one book ik#teew Bible and continues
recording the history of the Jews from 1 and 2 Selnithese books cover a time period
from David’s death 1015 B.C to the fall of Jerusal@round 586 B.C. 1 Kings records
David making Solomon king and records all that 8aa did in expanding the kingdom,
building the house of the Lord, and shows the gmesdom he had been given by God. It
also records his downfall as his heart was turneki$ 700 wives and 300 concubines.



When Solomon’s son Rehoboam became king and detwdsapress the people more, it
cause the children of Israel to be divided in twgklom. 10 tribes broke off from Judah
under the leadership of Jeroboam and relocatdteindrthern part of the promise land
and they set up idols to worship at Dan and Befhety would be called Israel and the
tribes that remained behind would be called Ju#ldings continues recording the
history of the kings and the events that took pladbese two divided kingdoms.

Second kings continues the history and the derhesetildren of Israel because of their
rebellion against God. The kingdom of Israel had bad king after another and they
were destroyed and captured by Assyrians around7/21The kingdom of Judah had
some good kings, but overall their wickedness ¢etheir final captivity by the
Babylonians around 586 B.C. Some of the prominemplpets during this time were
Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah and Jeremiah.

1 and 2 Chronicles also used to be one book iH#irew Bible and they are primarily a
supplement that gives additional information of tiigtory of the Jews from 1 Samuel — 2
Kings. 1 Chronicles gives us a brief history fromatn to Solomon through genealogy so
that the Jews would be able to know who belongedhat tribe when they resettled
Judah after 70 years of Babylonian captivity. jpglements 1 and 2 Samuel.

2 Chronicles is a supplement for 1 and 2 Kings. Elav, it mainly focuses on the
history of Judah and ends with the decree madeibhy €yrus who granted the Jews
freedom and allowed them to return back to Judah.

The book of Ezra records the history of the retfrthe Jews to Jerusalem, which covers
about 80 years 536 — 456 B.C. The first return dsy Zerubbabel who brought back
about 30,000 Jews. The second return was led g, Bo brought back about 2000
Jews in 457 B.C. It also tells us about the prooéssbuilding the walls and the temple
and how Ezra got the people to start observindawewhich included the Jews having
to send away their foreign wives and children.

The book of Nehemiah covers about a 13-year pavioeh Nehemiah the cupbearer for
the king makes a bold decision to go to Jerusalecaurse the Jews had still not finished
rebuilding the walls. He goes there with a fullitaily escort and rekindles the Jews faith
in God and they finish rebuilding the walls, andytlget back to following God until
Nehemiah leaves, then they go back to their oldswlayt Nehemiah comes back and
leads them back to a righteous path. This boolgbrus to the end of recorded O.T.
history found in the Bible, which is around 425 B.C

The book of Esther is about how a Jewish maidenrbes the queen of Persia and saves
the Jews from being destroyed due to the wicketgflelaman who convinced the king
that the Jews needed to be killed all because M@adgould not bow down to him.

While this decree could not be canceled by thedaRersia, Ezra had the king make
another law that Jews could defend themselves@ddly of slaughter. These events
happened between the first return of the Jewsrtesdem under Zerubbabel and the
second return under Ezra.



Now we are going to look at the 5 books of poetrwsdom. These five books consist
of poetry, drama, wise sayings, songs, praiseoth @rayers, rules of life and many
other topics.

The book of Job’s timeframe is unknown, but sireltaw of Moses is not mentioned at
all, most believe he lived around the time of Alznahand it may be one of the first

books written in the Bible. This book starts outhwiob being blessed by God and
respected by his neighbors, but God allow SatdesioJob. Even when Satan takes away
his children and his possessions he does not Godebut keeps his faith in Him. Even
after Satan was allowed to strike him down withsedse and his wife told him to curse
God, and after his supposed friends did nothingalbatise him of sinning he still kept his
faith in God, but not perfectly. In the end Godaeout to show how insignificant

man’s wisdom is compared to His, and he speakewfiie created all things. In the end,
Job repents and God restores him with twice as raadte had before.

The book of Psalms is a collection of 150 songsmn@hecies. Most of the Psalms were
written during a 300 year period from David’s titeeHezekiah’s time. The Psalms cover
a whole host of topics from history, prayer, pra®phecies about Christ, worship, etc..
Psalm 23 is the most well known Psalm, and Psalnid fhe longest chapter in the Bible
in which the Word of God is exalted.

The book of Proverbs is a book of wise sayings.tbshese proverbs were written by
Solomon, but we only have part of his wise sayiagause 1 Kings 4:32 tells that
Solomon wrote 3000 proverbs. The purpose of thé Imto instruct and give wisdom to
the young (Prov. 1:2-6). The reason this is impuris found in:

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORDisthe beginning of knowledgeBut fools despise
wisdom and instruction.

This insightful book covers many topics that widlljx you live a life that others will
respect and that will cause you to be pleasingdd.G

The book of Ecclesiastes gets it name from a Gnewki meaning preacher. Solomon is
the author and writes from the perspective of withiatlike living your life without God.
From that perspective, he says things like, therething new under the sun and that all
of life is vanity. The message is that happinesssdwt come through worldliness or
through relying on yourself, it comes from obey{®gd and serving him. That is the
conclusion he comes to at the end of the book:

Ecclesiastes 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion oktlwhole matter: Fear God and
keep His commandments, For this is man's all.

Song of Solomon is just one out the 1005 songsShbkitmon wrote (1 Kings 4:32). It is
a story of a shepherdess that is wooed by the King.book can be divided into three
parts. First, it records what happens before heriage. Second, it records her marriage.



Third, it records what happens after her marridtgmay be a historical account of King
Solomon’s attempt to win this girl to his haremtanay be an allegory in which the

King is God/Christ and the maiden in is His brittes kingdom of Jerusalem/church. The
overall message is that happiness comes only thraugenuine love for God and
faithfulness to Him. It also shows us how much masand love God wants us to have in
our marriages.



AN OVERVIEW OF THE BIBLE
Part 2

This morning we began an overview of the entirdd3dnd we made it through Genesis —
Song of Solomon. Tonight we will finish up the Odlong with the time between the
O.T. and N.T.

Tonight we will begin by examining the 5 books loé tmajor prophets also known as the
books of prophecy. The only reason they are catlapbr is because of the size of their
books, which is the same reason the 12 minor pte@re given their name. These
prophets were the spokesman for God. They app@atedes of crisis as the champions
of righteousness.

The Book of Isaiah is one of the longest and mmgtoirtant books in the Old Testament.

It covers the life of Isaiah and what he said aiddag prophet of God. It is sometimes
called a miniature Bible because it has 66 chaptedstwo major division. The first
division is the first 39 chapters, just like the ®3s 39 books. The first 39 chapter
emphasize God’s judgment on immoral and idolatroes. The second division is the

last 27 chapters, just like there are 27 bookkénNT. These last chapters teach us about
the return of the Jews from Babylonian captivityd é teaches about the grace of God
through the promised Messiah concluding with thalfjudgment. These last chapters
are similar to the N.T. in that they offer a messafjhope through our redeemer Jesus.

Isaiah began prophesying around 759 B.C. and wislenain message was to Judah, he
also asked Israel to repent of their idolatry ali. wke continued to pronounce God’s
judgment on several heathen nations as well, beitloing Isaiah is famous for is his
many predictions of the coming Christ. One of thestrwell known prophecies of Christ
comes from Isa. 53, which talks about the suffeseryant.

The book of Jeremiah records how God made thisyouen into a prophet though he
was reluctant at first. He lived about 100 yeatsrdbaiah and he prophesied for about
60 years from 626 B.C. — 566 B.C. He is knownh&sweeping prophet. He foretold and
witnessed the fall of Jerusalem and the destructiaghe temple. He warned his people
that they would be taking into captivity becauséhefir backsliding and idolatry. Even
though no one seemed to listen to him, he kepichreg God’s message anyway. He
also foretold of the return of the Jews after ti@iyears of bondage. He also foretold
that a new covenant would be made in future:

Jeremiah 31:33 "But thisisthe covenant that | will make with the house of Isael
after those days, says the LORD: | will put My lawin their minds, and write it on
their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shdl be My people. **"No more shall
every man teach his neighbor, and every man his btioer, saying, 'Know the
LORD,' for they all shall know Me, from the least d them to the greatest of them,
says the LORD. For | will forgive their iniquity, and their sin | will remember no
more."



The book of Lamentations is a collection of 5 poé¢inat express grief over the
destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity of #n@s] These poems read like eulogy at a
funeral, but they do express hope because of Gmifgassion. So, the messages is that
sin brings misery and punishment, but God stilekus and will show us compassion
when we repent.

The Book of Ezekiel covers the prophecies madezskiel. Ezekiel had been carried
into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar around 597 B.Cl. lae started prophesying 5 years
later. He preached among the exiles the same meeasateremiah did in Jerusalem that
Judah would be captured and then later return.mdgerity of his prophecy was made
know through visions, symbols, allegories thatsaneilar to the style found in the book
of revelation. | have even heard people say thakigris the sci-fi book of the O.T.

The book of Daniel is about the life of Daniel ghd dreams he interpreted. Daniel was
part of the first group of Jews taken into capyidatound 606 B.C. He was a young man
that was chosen to serve the king and determinbdsiheart that he would abide by
God's laws so he would not eat the king delicaditssand three companions were
blessed by God and in Daniel 2, he interpreteithg's dream which showed the rise
and fall of 4 kingdom, which included Babylon, RansEmpire, Grecian Empire, and the
Roman Empire. During the Roman Empire the kingdé@ad would be established
speaking of the church. Daniel is well-known fomhileshach, Shadrach, Abed-Nego
would not bow down before the gold image and howl @mtected them from fiery
furnace that was made 7 times hotter than usuaflgourse, it includes how Daniel
would not stop praying to God, which got him throinto the lion’s den, but God would
not allow the lions to eat him. This book is alsmW for the prophecy about the 70
weeks in the Daniel 9.

Now let’'s examine the 12 minor prophets. The 12anprophets are not any less
important that the 5 major prophets. Again, theyaalled minor prophets because their
books are smaller.

The book of Hosea is about the prophet Hosea. Eleched his message to Israel from
about 786 B.C. to 726 B.C. while Isaiah and Micareypreaching to Judah. He pictured
Israel as God’s adulterous bride and rebuked tloerthéir idolatry. He foretold of their
fall and captivity. The main thought is God'’s pstent love for His people in contrast
with their unfaithfulness.

The book of Joel is about the prophet Joel. Weatknow for sure, but some think he
may have been the first prophet to preach to Judatpredicted a time of trouble, but
also said that God would drive their enemies awkeyalso foretold the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit in Joel. 2:28-32, which happened oa tlay of Pentecost in Acts 2.

The book of Amos tells of how Amos, who was sheghpreached about how Judah
would not escape punishment for her sins, and phegched many other prophecies
about other nations. His main message was to lakaelt how they would be destroyed.
He was preaching around the same time as Joel aselaHaround 786 B.C. — 726 B.C.



He also promised restoration and talked about thesinic kingdom. The main thought
is about God'’s righteous and holy love for His deop

The book of Obadiah is about the prophecies optbphet Obadiah. It is believed that
he preached around the time the Judah was oventhmoound 586 B.C. Obadiah
message was used to encourage the Jews becausetbklfhow Edom, one of their
enemies, would be overthrown and cutoff foreved la@ assured the Jews of God’s
blessing. Of course, the prophecies came to pasedited because 4 years later the
Babylonians captured the Edomites. The last kn@smiant of the Edomites was the
Herods in the N.T. time. Once they died out sotdellineage of the Edomites. Obadiah
also told the Jews how they would still suffer aagrdeal from the nations around them.

The book of Jonah is unique in that is not fullsfions, but records a small portion of
the life of Jonah who was known as the reluctasssianary. We learn from 2
Kings14:25 that Jonah preached during the timeeafhbam Il around 749 B.C. — 790
B.C. The story line is simple. Jonah is calledreggh to Nineveh, he tries to run away
via a ship. God shows him that he cannot hide from. He is swallowed by a fish
where he stayed for 3 days and nights. Jesus osath’3 fish story to teach others how
long he will be in the grave before He would baurescted. After the fish spits Jonah
out, he preaches to Nineveh about how they wilbhverthrown in 40 days, but they
repented and God canceled the judgment and Jorahatd&appy about it. Jonah ended
up showing more concern for a plant that was aftghim shade than 120,000 gentiles
that repented. The message is why God had a spelaabnship with his chosen people,
He still had compassion and concern for other natthat were willing to repent.

The book of Micah is about the prophet Micah wheaghed around the time of Isaiah
and Hosea around 740 B.C. — 700 B.C. He was a sioqantryman that preached to
Judah and Israel about God’s hatred of evil and thaiv sins would lead to their
downfall. He also spoke of how God likes to forgiliese who repent. He foretold the
birthplace of Jesus in Micah 5:2. Another importaetse that applied then and applies
now is:

Micah 6:8 He has shown you, O man, whas good; And what does the LORD
require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, Andto walk humbly with your God?

The book of Nahum is about the prophet Nahum asdnigissage to Judah. He was
preaching around 630 B.C. around the same timerasniah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah. He
did not talk about the sins of the Jews or thewfall. Instead his message was about
the overthrow of Nineveh. About 150 years before time, Jonah preached to them and
they repented, but they turn back to their sinsramd Nahum was prophesying their
doom, which happened about 20 years after he pgeelit; which shows that God does
not allow sin to go unpunished.

The book of Habakkuk is about the prophet Habakkh& preached to Judah around 628

B.C. to 608 B.C. He had a complaint against Godwideted to know why their nation
should be destroyed by a more wicked nation. Gbhite know that He had a purpose in
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letting the Chaldean’s rise up and take Judah. Kalkacomplain again, however he
does acknowledge that his nation deserves punighioretheir sins. God answer is that
the Chaldeans will be successful for now, but b@ldestroyed later, and God’s people
will fill the earth later. The message is that Geijns over all nations and the just shall
live, but the unjust shall die. One verse from ok that is quoted 3 times in the NT is:

Habakkuk 2:4 ... But the just shall live by his faith. (Rom. 1:17,Gal. 3:11; Heb.
10:38).

The book of Zephaniah is about the prophet Zephantao was a descendant of King
Hezekiah. He prophesied during the reign of Josialudah around 630 B.C. He
prophecies about the destruction of the Jewistonand all nations. His main message
is the great day of the Lord. Not only does thesage describe God’s wrath on the
nations, in the N.T. it is used to describe thalfjndgment day. His message is not all
gloom and doom because at the end of the boolk# &éoout God people will be
rejoicing and will not have fear because God vafitore them.

The book of Haggai has two chapters in which tloppet Haggai delivers a message
from God to the Jews after their return to Jerusddg the order of Cyrus around 520
B.C. Haggi was born in Babylon and had returneth @Werubbabel. He preached his
message during the time the temple was being tedndl encouraged his people to
resume the work on the temple because after theyHa foundation that stopped
building for 16 years. He gave 4 messages conagthin. The first and third message
was that the reason they were having trouble viigir iand and other things they were
doing for themselves was because they neglectm@abnse of God. The other two
messages were used to let them know that God wihghve@m and would bless them for
rebuilding the temple, and they listened to hissags and rebuilt the temple by 515 B.C.
The message is that materialism and laziness imtdldn you from serving God.

The book of Zechariah is about the prophet Zechamiao also came back with
Zerubbabel, and he worked with Haggai. Zerubbahéldight visions that assured the
Jews of God’s love and care, and he encouraged tihenercome their complacency
and to complete the temple. Haggai only prophesied months and Zechariah began
prophesying 2 months after Haggai began, but hehasied for two years. Zechariah
made several prophecies about the coming Messiah:

His atoning death for the removal of sin (3:8-9;1)3
As builder of the house of God (6:12)

His universal reign as King and Priest (6:13; 9:10)
His triumphal entry into Jerusalem (9:9)

His betrayal for 30 pieces of silver (11:12)

His Deity (12:8)

His pierced hands (12:10; 13:6)

A smitten shepherd (13:7)
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The book ends with God’s promise that He wouldl#sstia His rule over all the earth
(14:7).

The last book of the O.T. is Malachi. It talks abthe prophet Malachi and his message.
He was the last of the O.T. prophets who prophesitedit 100 years after Haggai and
Zechariah around 450 B.C. — 425 B.C. He was cdedesith the reform movement of
Ezra and Nehemiah. After the Jews rebuilt the tertipdy had engaged in many different
sins. Malachi rebuked them for their heathen mgesadivorce, polluted sacrifices,
corruption of the Sabbath, withholding tithes, amahy other sins. He also foretold the
coming of the forerunner of Christ (4:1) who wakidthe Baptist. The message is that if
they will repent and turn to God, God will blesertn

The events that take place after the OT just paa@vents that happen in the N.T is
known as the intertestamental period or simply leetwthe testaments. Much of what
happened during this approximate 400 year pericgipeadicted by Daniel. At the close
of the O.T., the Jews were living under the Persiapire from 430 B.C. — 332 B.C.
Under that empire that had freedom to practice tiedigion.

Then Alexander the Great came in and defeateddlsmdhs and began to rule in 331
B.C. He allowed the Jews to continue their religiomt he did promote the Greek culture
and had the O.T. translated into Greek, which mkmas the Greek Septuagint. After
Alexander died, there were a series of succeslsotsyhen Antiochus Epiphanes began
to rule in 167 B.C. he wanted to change thingsesoverthrew the rightful line of the
Jewish priesthood and desecrated the temple blyngdeti with unclean animals, and he
set up a pagan altar for Jupiter there. He destireyery copy of the Scriptures he could
find, and would put to death anyone that trieditourncise their children and banned
temple worship. It was his goal to wipe out the dand their religion. This led to a
revolt where Jews banded together and reclaimesdem. This period was know as the
period of independence also know as the Maccabeaodorom 167 B.C. to 63 B.C.

In 63 B.C. the Romans conquered the land, whichti@gmpire Daniel said that the
kingdom of God would be established which happemrethe Day of Pentecost. | hope
you have found this overview of the O.T. and irgstament period helpful. It certainly
helpful to me because it allows me to gain an dipreture of the of the events from the
beginning of time to the time just before Christldo like knowing when the prophets
preached during the timeline since some of the @odks are not in chronological order.

| would like to close my lesson by showing you arthhat puts the O.T. books in

chronological order. Knowing this will help you kmavhat is going on at what time
when you study the O.T.
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Old Testament Books

Chronological Order

(Job)
Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Songs

Reveals man's inner

The Poetical
Books

Isaiah

Jeremiah
Lamentations
Hosea

Joel

Amos

Obadiah

Jonah
and outer struggles Micah
as he seeks to serve Nahum
God by observing the Habakkuk
Law. Zephaniah

Haggai
Ezekiel Zechariah
Daniel Malachi

1 Chronicles 2 Chronicles Esther
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The Prophetical
Books

Challenges God’s people
to rectify themselves
according to the Law
before judgment comes.

The Historical
Books

Details the spiritual
growth or failure of
God’s people according
to how they have
responded to the Law.

THE LAW
(Torah)
(Pentateuch)

The Law legally
sets up the terms
on which man can
come before the
LORD.

Lesson adapted from “Know Your Bible” by Frank Dusamd Halley’s Bible Handbook.
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